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We know from our study of the New Testament and church history that
the early church was a minority group within a pagan society and usually
under an unfriendly and powerful government. Most of them suffered. Many
died. But the church lived on.
We know that but we forget it. We assume that under a Communistic
regime the true church ceases to exist. And the logic of this position is that
we do God's will and the church a service when we fight Communists in an
attempt to destroy Communism.
There is a church in Russia and we read in the lead article a brief report by
one who has visited the Christians there. The reasons the writer gives for the
survival and vitality of the church is of more than passing interest.
During the years I was associated with the National Holiness Association
one of the fringe benefits was to learn to know Dr. Roy Nicholson, the writer
of the second article. He continues by his service to add to a long and
distinguished career with his church (now the Wesleyan Church). I like to
refer to him as the "elder statesman of the N.H.A." It is a privilege to share
with the readership this short article from his pen.
I confess I find it difficult to understand how one can really believe in
world missions and not be non-resistant. So when the very brief article from
John Graybill came across my desk it naturally got my attention. I believe
that the past and present popular identification of Western Christianity and
Western Militarism (and not without some basis) has in the past and continues
to be a serious reason for the non-western world's reluctance to accept the
gospel.
We could have used three pages for Religious News. There seemed to be an
abundance. We did include several releases on MCC future plans. The decline
in church membership among the American Lutherans and the United
Presbyterians reported in this issue and the decline in Roman Catholic men
membership reported in the June 10 issue are signs of the time. I was
interested to learn that the President is sending a representative to the
Vatican—and I heard not a voice raised.
The Mission section continues to offer a variety from the various overseas
areas. The testimony by Mr. Row reminds us of the significant work of the
Joseph Smiths in Delhi among the university students there.
There is a growing uneasiness among young men, who are conscientious
objectors to war, to serve in any manner under Selective Service. Some of us
who have looked upon the provisions for conscientious objectors as a
satisfactory resolution of the issue find this growing resistance to the draft a
little difficult to understand. It may help old and young alike to read "Why
Young Men Resist the Draft."
One of our pastors shares a concern with his brethren in the "Between
Brethren" feature. The contents of the article are his. The editor assumes
responsibility for the title and footnote.
I have run out of space and time. Must get to work on the Conference
issue which will be a special one.
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Editorial

No Fire Escape!
a guest editorial
If such a sign were posted in the lobby of a hotel, how
many guests would register? If the managers of an office
building were to advertise it, how many tenants could they
expect?
Yet this is what life keeps saying to us all the time—no
fire escape! T. S. Eliot, in his Four Quartettes puts it this
way:
The only hope, or else despair,
Lies in the choice of pyre or pyre—
To be redeemed from fire by fire.
We only live, only suspire,
Consumed by either fire or fire.
Unless I misread Eliot, he is telling us that it takes a
passion to master a passion. He is reminding us that for Saul
of Tarsus, let us say, everything changed when the
impassioned persecutor of the Christians had a head-on
meeting with Christ and the flame of Christ's love, hotter
than all the heat of the fierce killer's hostility, was kindled
within him. He will later say, what he speedily found to be
true, "for the love of Christ overmasters us" (II Cor. 5:14,
Weymouth). "Redeemed from fire by fire!"
Jesus too had something startling and drastic to say about
fire: "I came to cast fire upon the earth; and would that it
were already kindled" (Luke 12:49)! The context makes it
clear that this was the mingled flame of his holiness and
love, that would blaze forever from a cross and would
redeem forever those who renounced their self-centeredness
to find a new center in his holy will and healing grace. This
suffering and death would be his baptism of fire: "I have a
baptism to be baptized with; and how I am constrained
until it is accomplished!"
It is only when we grasp something of the nature of
Christ's passion—the sin and estrangement of man whose
shame and doom he was bearing in his own person—that we
begin to realize the utter seriousness of his next words: "Do
you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I
tell you, but rather division."
Why does this shock us? Because we remember his tender
overture: "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden,
and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). The seeming
contradiction can be resolved only as we sort out the real
issues. At the level of our guilt and our admitted need of
forgiveness, Christ is our peace, healing us where we are
hurt, reconciling us with God. But at the level of our pride,
our self-will, our unwillingness to face ourselves, he is
something else—not our pacifier but our divider.
We must now take another step into this mystic world of
fire—the inner realm of those ardors with which men align
themselves either with the forces that ravage life or those
which redeem it. There is a fiercely vivid phrase used by the
Apostle James: "set on fire of hell" (3:6). The specific
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reference is to the human tongue, and the diabolical uses to
which it may be put.
A national magazine's reporter, at a meeting of the
Students for a Democratic Society, heard a Rutgers
representative shout: "I'm a nihilist. I'm proud of it! I want
to . . . (here there was a joining of obscenity and profanity)
destroy this country. Destroy it! No hope! Tactics? It's too
late. Let's break what we can. Make as many answer as we
can. Tear them apart."
There is the fire of the demonic, leaping, crackling,
voraciously destructive.
Nor is it confined to the ranks of the nihilists. The wife
of a cabinet member, furious at a senator who voted
contrary to her wishes, talked very much like the proverbial
sailor as she reportedly demanded that this member of
Congress be "crucified." The incident is a damaging one,
and the lady no doubt has secret regrets about it. It was her
eminence and colorful personality that gave it enormous
publicity. The truth is, of course, that these rabid, bitter
emotions are loosed every day and every night, in family
quarrels, corporation in-fighting, sporting feuds, racial
hostilities, and international vendettas.
Now for those of us who lay claim to the label of
Christian the core issue, I venture to say, is whether we are
honestly prepared for the fiery baptism of Christ's holiness
and love to sweep through us, cleansing us, consuming us,
compelling us. If it has its masterful way with us, it will not
be content with our meticulously correct orthodoxy. There
is not the slightest reason to suspect that Judas was
anything but a theologically "kosher" evangelical that day
when he griped because Mary, in the prodigality of her love,
gave her alabastered fortune to Jesus. But he was a country
mile from the burning heart of Mary and from the kindled
mind of the Master.
Truth inscribed, as in the best of our doctrinal writings, is
not enough.
Truth intoned, as in the most stately of our creeds, is not
enough.
Truth, ignited, as when Jesus sent the unforgiving
Pharisees reeling and forgave a defenseless adulteress, as
when Father Damien made the lepers of Molokai his "soul
brothers" in Christ, as when Dr. Paul Carlson demonstrated
in death the identifying love a white can have for a
black—this is what we must have.
For,
We only live, only suspire,
Consumed by either fire or fire.
Paul S. Rees
Reprinted f r o m World
Copyright World Vision.

Vision

Magazine, used by permission.

The Church in Russia
John A. Lapp
The touring Wisconsin Presbyterian
minister we met in Tallinn, Estonia,
USSR, was incredulous when told there
were Baptists in town let alone Christians. He had visited the famous 13th
century Olevisti Cathedral but apparently thought it was a monument to a dead
past rather than the meetinghouse of a
thriving congregation of 1400 members,
with two pastors, 25 preachers and five
choirs.
Nor is Olevisti the only congregation
in Tallinn, a city of 350,000. There is a
large Lutheran church and a large Russian Orthodox church in the old city,
several large Lutheran churches, a Methodist church and several other Baptist
churches in the new city. On Good
Friday morning, the Lutheran Archbishop Toomig estimated there were
10,000 people worshiping in his city.
The ignorance of this Presbyterian
minister is no accident. The American
stereotype of the USSR sees that great
nation, ruled by the Communist party,
to be one vast religious wasteland. The
once thriving churches, according to the
stereotype, have been destroyed in a
modern crusade against the faithful.
This incident illustrates why Christians from North America and other
countries need to visit their brethren in
Russia. There are powers which want us
to believe that the church in Russia w^s
killed or that it has capitulated. We need
to visit the Soviet Union to fellowship
with the faithful, to encourage them in
the faith and then tell our brethren and
neighbors that Jesus lives in Soviet
Russia.
The Russian Baptists
The largest Protestant group in the
Soviet Union today are the churches
affiliated with the All Union Council of
Evangelical Christians Baptists (created
1944) just called Baptists for short. The
largest component of this union is Baptist and the major characteristics are
Baptist as well. Nevertheless, this is a
union of various strands which also
include Evangelical Christians, Pentecostals and Mennonite Brethren.
The writer is a member of a BaptistMennonite team from the United States and
Canada who are visiting the
Churchespecially the Baptist and Mennonite Church
in Russia. He is executive secretary of the
MCC Peace Section.

Baptists in Russia developed first as a
reform movement within the Orthodox
environment and then related to Baptist
influences from Germany and England.
This youthful movement is slightly
more than 100 years old. In 1912 only
numbering 61,500, the movement now
numbers well over 500,000, although
exact figures are unknown.
We visited Baptist congregations in
Moscow, Kiev, Riga, Tallinn, Leningrad
and Minsk. There were unique flavors in
each city but also a very clear communality of faith.
The worship services varied little.
There was the usual singing, preaching
and praying. But each time, each place
there was a unique flavor. The Ukranians are more expressive in singing, more
communal in prayers. The people in
Minsk and Leningrad most diligent in
practicing the kiss of peace. The preaching everywhere sticks close to the Biblical texts and paraphrases of the same.
In Estonia the services were 90 minutes
long. Most other places they lasted a
minimum of two hours and frequently
three hours. Short sermons were called
by one pastor "American."
Every service we attended was
jammed full. Congregations were invariably much larger than the buildings
could accommodate. The 5,000 members in Moscow meet in an auditorium
that seats less than 1,000 but 1,500
more stood in the aisles and met in
rooms throughout the building for communion, Sunday morning, April 5. At
the 1:00 p.m. service and the 6:00 p.m.
service people were also standing. Likewise, at every other service, in each
city people stood patiently for two and
three hour services. Often we started the
evening services fifteen minutes early
since the building was already full. Most
congregations have five or six services
per week. In between are choir practices. In some areas there are well
developed small groups meeting in
houses.
There are several readily observable
secrets to the success of the Baptist
movement. It is first of all a lay movement. The professionalism so often associated with the church in the West is
absent. This means the pastors and
leadership of the church are close to the
people in experience and language. Only
a handful of the pastors (outside the

Baltics) have anything resembling a seminary training. This does not mean,
however, an uneducated clergy. We
talked with pastors who were former
engineers, journalists, factory managers
and airplane pilots. Now they have
forsaken one career for another to
become shepherds of the flock.
Another reason for the success of this
church is its being thoroughly Russian.
The successful, growing church is one
that feels at home in its cultural surroundings yet transcends this milieu in
faithfulness to its Lord. This perennial
tension is real in the Soviet Union. Both
the language of the pulpit and the style
of music express a distinct national
flavor. Indeed the church is so close to
its environment that the provincial
languages are used in many places.
A third reason why this church has
been so creative is that it has been tried
in the fires of hostility and persecution.
At their beginning Baptists were hardly
tolerated by the Orthodox and Tzarist
establishment. During the excesses of
Stalin's regime the church likewise suffered enormously. These experiences
have helped to purify the church and
give unusual strength of character foi
carrying out its mission today.
Finally, this church is disciplined.
Believers are rarely baptized before the
age of 18 so that they are aware of the
commitments they make. Members who
fall into disrepute are censored and
excommunicated. Indeed, so rigidly are
the standards maintained that in some
districts there are as many unbaptized
adherents as baptized members.
These are some of the things we
observed and felt visiting the brethren
and sisters in the Soviet Union. We
learned much from this experience on
how to be the church in another environment. Of what it means to be a
pilgrim people. This church, like the
church everywhere, has its imperfections. Like other churches, the Russian
church is tempted to rest on its achievements and forsake the great struggles for
the faith. This church has many needs.
But perhaps the greatest is the sense of
feeling a part of the world-wide movement begun at the green hill long ago
and in the process of moving toward the
eventual summing up of all things in
Jesus Christ.
Evangelical Visitor

Holiness

Doctrine • Experience • Life
Roy S. Nicholson
The witness unto holiness has always
been definite and clear. It is not restricted to any one denomination or
group of denominations. The doctrine,
experience and life of holiness is not
something new, strange and impractical;
but is scriptural, reasonable and pracWhat Is Holiness?
Holiness is a Bible Doctrine to be
believed. It is a Personal Experience to
be received. It is a Practical Life to be
lived.
In Biblical terminology it is described
as sanctification (Leviticus 21:8; John
17:17-19; I Thessalonians 5:23-24); holiness (Luke 1:75; II Cor. 7:1; Hebrews
12:10, 14; I Peter 1:15-16); a clean
heart (Psalm 51:10; 73:1); a pure heart
(Psalm 24:4; Matthew 5:8); perfect love
(I John 4:17-18).
A careful study of the dictionaries
reveal that almost without exception
the standard dictionaries define "sanctification" as connected with man's
deliverance from sin, or freedom from
or purification from sin. They show that
it is a divinely purposed and purposeful
act for man in this life.
The late Dr. C. W. Butler wrote: "As a
doctrine it is the central idea of our
Christian faith . . . As an experience it is
normal Christianhood . . . As a life it is
God's greatest challenge to the unbelief
of a lost world."
A theologian who is definitely not of
the Wesleyan-Arminian school of interpretation has written: "There can be no
proper doctrine of the Atonement, and
no proper doctrine of retribution, so
long as holiness is refused its preeminence. Love must have a norm or
standard, and this norm or standard can
be found only in holiness." Thus those
who advocate holiness of heart and life
are not diverting attention from the
main things in theology, but to the very
heart of the truth: entire separation
from sin and entire dedication to God.
Certainly that is an ideal not to be
disputed.
Dr. Nicholson is an evangelist, college teacher, churchman and writer. He served for many
years as the General Superintendent
of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church and was active in
the National Holiness Association of which he
was for many years secretary. This article is
an abridgement of a tract prepared by Dr.
Nicholson for the N.H.A.
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The great John Fletcher described it
(Christian Perfection) as a great constellation composed of "these gracious
stars—perfect repentance, perfect faith,
perfect humility, perfect meekness, perfect self-denial, perfect resignation, perfect hope, perfect charity for our visible
enemies as well as our earthly relations;
and, above all, perfect love for our
invisible God, through the explicit
knowledge of our Mediator, Jesus
Christ. And, as this last star is always
accompanied by all the others, as Jupiter is by his satellites, we frequently
use the phrase 'perfect love' instead of
the word perfection, understanding by it
the pure love of God shed abroad in the
hearts of established believers by the
Holy Ghost. .. ."
It Is Not a Fad or Fanaticism
Many who recognize the scripturalness and the reasonableness of the idea
of holiness are fearful that as an experience it is a fad, or may be fanaticism.
There is no doubt that its friends as well
as its foes have gone to extremes in
representing and misrepresenting it. Dr.
S. Olin Garrison edited a book entitled
Forty Witnesses, which contained the
spiritual biographies of forty witnesses
to the truth of this experience as they
had come to experience it themselves.
Of the forty personal testimonies
given, twenty-five were Methodists, five
were Friends (or Quakers), one was
Baptist, four were Episcoplian, three
were Congregationalist, and two were
Church of England folk—a wide denominational cross-section. But their testimonies agreed on this fact: there is
such an experience as Christian Holiness
which is obtainable in this present life.
Holiness Is Possible and Practicable
An English theologian, Henry Field,
offers five Scripture bases as proofs that
this glorious experience is attainable in
this life. He says:
"l.It is proved from the fact that
God commands it (Deut. 6:5 cf. Luke
10:27; Matthew 5:48; Romans 6:11; II
Cor. 7:1; Heb. 6:1; 12:14; James 1:4; I
Peter 1:15-16). If it is not attainable,
then God has issued a command which
is impossible to obey . . . Who is prepared for this conclusion?

2. It is proved from the fact that
God promises it (Deut. 30:6; Ezek.
26:25-29; Matt. 5:6; I Thess. 5:23-24; I
John 1:7-9). If it is not attainable, then
God's promise will fail: but 'He is not a
man that He should lie.
3. It is proved from the fact that holy
and inspired men prayed for it in behalf
of the Church (John 17:20-23; Eph.
3:14-21; Col. 4:12; I Thess. 5:23; Heb.
13:20-21; I Peter 5:10). If it is not
attainable, the men who offered these
prayers were deluded by the Holy
Ghost, and inspiration is not to be
trusted.
4. It is proved from the fact that the
Bible points it as the greatest object of
all God's dealings with men. It is the
object of Christ's mediatorial work
(Luke 1:68-75; I John 3:8; Eph.
5:25-27; Titus 2:14);. . .
5. It is proved from the fact that the
Scriptures present us with examples of
those who have realized it. . . "
Holiness Is Necessary
The Bible is a Book on holiness; it
tells of a holy God, a holy Christ, and a
Holy Spirit. God made a holy man, who
lost his holiness through sin. The Bible
reveals a plan of salvation that restores
man to a holy state through a holy
Christ; it tells of a holy heaven where
nothing unholy can enter. It promises
that man may dwell forever with a holy
God and holy saints and holy angels.
The command is "Follow peace with all
men and holiness (the sanctification)
without which no man shall * see the
Lord" (Hebrews 12:14).
Dr. Wilber T. Dayton writes that
holiness is necessary "because the experience is a basic need of the Christian
life." It is also necessary because of a
"personal yearning" for God's bounty
to satisfy man's deepest need; that is,
the expulsion of the "traitor within" as
a safeguard against backsliding. Finally,
said he: "It is reasonable that one
should enjoy the experience of heart
holiness . . . because of a positive obligation. We have a debt of gratitude that
can never be fully paid.... We owe Him
our service to the point of a fully
devoted sacrifice. . . . We owe Christ a
perfect love. . . . Certainly 'wisdom
crieth out' in God's call to holiness."

Good Motives-Wrong Methods
John W. Graybill
"What do the Japanese think of this
war situation?" is a question sometimes
asked in letters to us. We have struggled
with this question at various times here
and just last night we had another
encounter.
We have been living here in this new
area of Kodaira, six miles north of our
former Koganei area, since last September. In January Lucille began her cooking classes in this new area; in April,
Nancy and Tim Botts started the English Teaching program; and last night we
held our first Christian fellowship gathering for all our students.

The author with his family is serving a third
term as a missionary to Japan.

We had a full house with hardly
enough seats and slippers for everyone.
In fact, we expect next month to divide
into two groups, meeting different
nights—more work for us, but worth it
for better inter-communication. Anyway, it seems that all had a good time,
singing Christian songs for the first time
in their lives. What a thrill! Tim Botts
gave the Bible lesson in English and,
after dismissal, I told the group to raise
any questions they wished.
Immediately, in the front row, up
went the hand of an attractive freshman
from the local Buddhist University. She
said, "I love and admire American freedom but I am disillusioned and confused. Since America is such a mighty
Christian nation, why do they get so
involved in war? I don't understand.

The Sin of Ignorance
Lewis P. Miller
Many of us fear new or unusual
situations largely because we are unaware of the details pertaining to that
situation. This is especially true in the
turbulent world in which we live today.
The generation gap, drug traffic, racial
tensions, and campus turmoil pose as
real problems.
We are often told, by actual word and
by subtle deed and attitude, that the
so-called "black problem" that exists in
America today is not a black problem at
all, but instead it is a "white problem."
I agree with this in that many, perhaps
even a majority, of white Americans are
dreadfully uninformed or misinformed,
either by choice or chance, about the
current status of the racial crisis.
Here, for those who care enough to be
informed, is a list of suggested readings.
This list is by no means exhaustive and I
Mr. Miller is a member of the Voluntary
Service Unit at 958 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn. He has been with this unit for ten
months.

6

am not suggesting that one must read all
of these selections to be informed, but
the choice of several books from this list
will be an improvement. Some are sacred in purpose and perspective, while
others are definitely secular. All are
worthwhile reading. Most of these
books can be obtained in paperback
form or borrowed from a good library.
After living among conditions described in these books and seeing first
hand how terribly hopeless and helpless
the black man feels, I urge you to dare
to become involved. By involvement I
do not mean selling your home and
property and going to live in the ghetto.
Involvement for you may mean
changing your attitude about the black
man. It may mean voting for public
officials who are openly favorable to the
black cause. It may mean vocalizing and
bringing pressure to bear upon friends
and acquaintances to change their attitudes and reactions. It may mean realizing and throwing off subtle, unnoticed-by-you prejudices. It may mean

How can the American Christians teach
and believe in the love of God, yet at
the same time kill? "
Most Japanese Buddhist believers are
strong pacifists.
Then this morning while tutoring a
young man who is employed by the
Japan Air Lines, he began asking me
during our English conversation stint
about the Cambodian war, American
campus unrest, student demonstrations,
etc. After a bit he said, "You Americans
seem to have good motives but to use
the wrong methods."
Please pray for your missionaries
more than ever before. American involvement in Asia is a stumbling stone
to many whom we contact. It is difficult for us to come up with right
answers.

support, verbal or financial, of service
groups which are now at work in areas
of need trying to alleviate human suffering and hopelessness, while trying to
impart to these people the one true
Solution to their problems.
Hopefully, for some of you, particularly the young (in body or spirit) who
are free to move, it will mean total
devotion of time and talents in the form
of voluntary service. It takes real courage to get involved in this kind of work.
But did not Jesus select to get involved
with human problems when He came to
earth?
Let's follow His example!
Autobiography of Malcolm X The story
of a controversial black activist converted to Islam. Faced by constant
discrimination, he turned to drugs and
crime, declaring that all whites were
devils. Only during the last year of his
life before his violent assassination did
he become convinced that there were
some white people he could trust and
love.
Before the Mayflower by Lerone Bennett, Jr.; A history which appeared as a
series of articles in Ebony magazine.
Black and Free by Tom Skinner; The
story of the conversion of the leader of
the Harlem Lords to Christianity. It will
(Continued on page fourteen)
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Religious News
NAE Representative Upholds
Community Smut Rulings
"In our opinion it is not the business
of the church to tell society what its
standard of decency should be," a representative of a conservative Protestant
organization told a presidential commission in Washington.
The Rev. Floyd Robertson, assistant
to the general director of the National
Association of Evangelicals, made this
statement at public hearings convened
by the Presidential Commission on Obscenity and Pornography.
"We do not believe," Mr. Robertson
continued, that "any organization (religious or otherwise) should have the
prerogative of telling a local community
what is or is not pornographic, whether
the results would be to lower or raise
the community standard.
"In a free society the local community should have the right to establish
and maintain its own standard of decency (or indecency) and this right
should not be infringed by an outside
organization or higher governmental authority."
Presbyterians, Facing Membership
Losses, Face Big Issues in Meet
Reporting declines in total membership and the number of churches, the
United Presbyterian Church opened its
182nd General Assembly in Chicago
May 20.
William P. Thompson, Wichita, Kans.,
stated clerk executive officer of the
assembly, announced to more than 800
delegates that the church's membership
for 1969 was 3,172,760-a loss of nearly 60,000 persons from 1968.
Bishop Kennedy Admits Preaching
Is "Heart of Gospel"
In a day when a good many clergymen are running from the parish church
and the preaching ministry, Methodist
Bishop Gerald Kennedy of Los Angeles
says he has a longing to return to it.
"The heart of the Christian Gospel is
the proclamation of good news," he
told the Honolulu Advertiser in an
interview by mail. "This is what the
preacher is supposed to do. I do not
find any less interest on the part of the
laity in preaching than was true when I
began my ministry 40 years ago."
The noted bishop said laymen are
"fed u p " with the kind of preaching
they are getting, "but then, so am I.
Social action becomes a very thin thing,
indeed, unless it is grounded in the
theology of God's revelation in the
Incarnation."
June 25, 1970

MCC Investigates Peru Earthquake
Much of northern Peru was devastated
Sunday, May 31, by an earthquake in
which the Peruvian government officially estimated the death toll to be
"near 30,000, with 200,000 homeless."
The Mennonite Central Committee
instructed Dale Linsenmeyer, MCC director for neighboring Bolivia, to make
an investigatory visit to the earthquake
disaster area, contacting other relief
agencies in Lima, capital of Peru.
Should the need for short-term nonmedical personnel be needed, the Mennonite Disaster Service would be much
interested in helping.
People interested in contributing to
emergency relief operations in Peru
should channel their contributions
through their conference offices.
Judge Blackmun the Churchman:
Superlatives From the Pastor
Judge Harry A. Blackmun, the newlyconfirmed Justice of the U. S. Supreme
Court, is the kind of active churchman
who inspires his minister to use superlatives.
Whenever he is in Rochester on Sundays, Judge Blackmun can be found at
church, Dr. Haycock reported. He always sits in the same seat.
"If I talk about an issue in a sermon,
he will come around and discuss it, but
not critically," the minister continued.
Judge Blackmun once taught adult
classes at the church. Dr. Haycock has
known the judge since the days he
practiced law in Minneapolis and was a
member of Hennepin Avenue United
Methodist church where the clergyman
was associate minister.
Religious Heritage Designates
Nixon as "Churchman of Year"
Religious Heritage of America (RHA)
has named President Richard M. Nixon
as Churchman of the Year for "carrying
his deep religious commitment into the
Presidency."
India, Indonesia to Receive
Greater MCC Commitments
A major shift in the Mennonite Central Committee's priorities for Asia is the
chief recommendation to the executive
committee made by William T. Snyder
following his April administrative visit
there.
India and Indonesia are to receive a
greater commitment of funds and personnel in the 1970's than they have in
the past. The shift to these countries is
not so much a de-emphasizing of the
MCC role in Indochina, but more an
emphasis on these two countries in
which there is broad Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ church interests. In
those terms, Snyder sees India and
Indonesia as pivotal, even at a time
when mission boards in general are
attempting to disengage themselves
from institutional commitments.

Lutherans Note Membership Decline
For the first time since it was born a
decade ago, the American Lutheran
Church has noted a decline in baptized
members. An ALC report noted that
membership on Dec. 31, 1969 was
2,559,558 compared with 2,576,105 a
year earlier.
Billy Graham Closes Historic
10-Day Crusade in Knoxville
The 10-day East Tennessee Crusade
held in Knoxville, Tenn., drew half a
million people and featured a visit by
the President of the United States.
For 13 minutes President Richard
Nixon addressed the Billy Graham Crusade crowd of some 100,000 people in
Neyland Stadium of the University of
Tennessee May 28. The President received 14 ovations—one a full minute—_
from the vast majority in the sympathetic audience.
Singer Johnny Cash, appearing at the
May 24 Sunday afternoon meeting, told
of his experience with drugs and dramatically warned youth at the crusade,
"It ain't worth it."
A total of 12,300 people walked
across the field to commit their lives to
Jesus Christ during the crusade.
Anti-War Stance Stressed as Mark
Hatfield Addresses Fuller Grads
U. S. Senator Mark O. Hatfield, speaking to some 80 graduating seniors of
Fuller Theological Seminary here June
2, lamented evangelicals, "trust in chariots."
Approximately one-fourth of the audience wore white arm bands to show
opposition to the war effort.
News Briefs
• President Nixon has announced officially that Henry Cabot Lodge would be
his personal envoy to the Vatican.
• Bob Hope and Billy Graham have
jointly called for an "Old Fashioned
Fourth of July" in Washington, D. C.
this year. They are hoping Americans
will gather at the Washington Monument on the 4th "to demonstrate our
national unity."
• The Rev. Carl E. Bates, 56-year-old
pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Charlotte, N. C , was elected president
of the 11,400,000-member Southern
Baptist Convention at its 125th anniversary meeting.
• The quartet of students slain at Kent
State University in Ohio "got exactly
what they were entitled t o , " declared
the president of Bob Jones University.
"I'm all for the police shooting to kill
when anyone is in mob violence attempting to destroy property and attack
law enforcement officers," Dr. Bob
Jones, Jr., told students in chapel here.
"More power to them."
• The Rev. Dr. William R. Laws, Jr.,
pastor for the last 20 years of the First
Presbyterian Church, Columbus, Ind.,
was elected in Chicago the new moderator of the 3.2-million-member United
Presbyterian Church.

Varied Curricular
Activities
at Saharsa Mission Day School

Esther Book
Jim Cober, Photographs

Hindu girls repeating their Bible memory verses

We have many bright pupils who could compete intelligently with
others of the same age level anywhere in the world. Of course
there are the average, lazy, and dull as well—but not so bad at that,
considering their diet, climate and living conditions.

Only the girls of Classes V I and V I I take cooking-held alternately
with First Aid, Health, and Child Care classes on Saturdays.

Class V I I children enjoying the verandah.
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Following the curriculum of Bihar, we prepare the Class
VII students to take the State High School entrance
examinations, which are usually administered at various
local centers early in November and then sent on to Patna,
the state capital, for grading. Three to four months pass by
before we receive the results.
For all the other classes, the teachers make up and grade
the half-yearly and yearly examinations, main subject
exams being two hours long. In kindergarten and Class I
most exams are oral.
The school is self-supporting through fees from the
pupils, so far as running expenses are concerned, and
excepting the support of the missionary principal [Miss
Book]. It is in session five to six hours daily, for about
forty weeks of the year, including a half day on Saturdays.
Drill and handwork—sewing, cooking, spinning, and gardening are required by the State. We give more time and
attention to these subjects than do most schools. Spinning
[a project promoted by Mahatma Gandhi] begins in Class
IV and is held twice weekly. In the smaller class, they do
clay modeling of fruits, vegetables, leaves, etc.
The State requires English to be taught from Class VI. We
begin to teach English and also Sanskrit in Class II.
Bible is taught daily, including Saturday, with fifteen
minutes for memory work in each class throughout the
week.
Page Editor's note: To keep the two schools [Saharsa and Barjora]
separate in your minds: Most of the Saharsa School children come
from Hindi-speaking Indian, rather than aboriginal Indian homes;
from Hindu (in most cases) rather than Christian homes. The
parents of the Saharsa children pay fees which make the school
self-supporting—except for the support of the Principal, Miss Esther
Book. All the Saharsa children are day pupils; most of the Barjora
pupils are boarders, the homes of some being quite distant and very
poor. The Scholarship Program for Indian Children (SPIC) aids in
the education of children only f r o m Christian homes or under
Christian guardians.
Great care is exercised in both schools to have Christian teachers
who promote a witness for Christ in their service. Both schools play
a great part in demonstrating the practical outworking of Christian
principles of love, service, and industry.)
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Sewing class is held daily. Here some kindergarten boys and girls
(4% to 5% years old) are learning to thread a needle, sew cards, and
take their first stitches.

Mrs. Ichikawa. (The black pot is filled with charcoal which heats the
teapot.)

Praise and Petition

The teaching staff with the Principal, Esther Book.

Arithmetic Class V
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We PRAISE God for Mrs. Ichikawa.
When the first street meetings were held in Hagi by the
young Brethren in Christ Mission, Mrs. Ichikawa, then 63
years old, was the first convert openly to accept Jesus
Christ. Later baptized, she became a strong member of the
Hagi congregation and was an active worker on the church
council.
About six years ago, the Ichikawas left Hagi and moved
to Tokyo. Immediately I introduced her to a good church
in her community. From that time until the present, she
attends church every other Sunday and never misses the
ladies' meetings. She is in excellent health.
PRAY for Mr. Ichikawa.
Now 86 years old, he has heard the message of Christ
many times but still has made no open confession of faith
in Him.
Recently, Lucille and I again visited the Ichikawas in
their little apartment—nine feet square; no wonder the
place looked crowded! His health is rapidly failing even
though his mind is still alert.
-John W. Graybill

Mr. Ichikawa, 86 years old, reading with the aid of a little
magnifying glass the Gospel tract given to him by John Graybill.

\ \

I knew

I know

/ /

Israel I. N. Bhaskara Row

Born in Andhre Pradesh, South India
—eldest in a family of eight children—
my parents are church-going Christians
with an American Lutheran background; and so that was the atmosphere
for the first eighteen years of my life.
But all through those years I had drifting values of life, with just one ambition: to become an engineer. Living near
the Godavari River, across which is one
of the longest railway bridges and one
of the longest anicuts (a kind of dam) in
the country, I was dreaming of a time
when I would build such structures.
After graduation from the local college,
as a response to one of my many
applications, I was offered admission to
Delhi Polytechnic, to which my parents
were willing to send me. I arrived in
Delhi in July, 1959, to study civil
engineering.
My heart is filled with awe for God's
guidance in my coming to Delhi under
the most unexpected circumstances and
also with thankfulness to my parents
who loved me extravagantly in educating me and, above all, in giving me
freedom to choose for myself—unlike
most parents they knew.
After the first year's study at Delhi I
decided to quit: I did not like the new
place, new people, new food, and a new
way of life coupled with uninteresting
studies. When I went home on vacation,
however, my father asked me to go
back, reminding me that I had wanted
to become an engineer and that he had
sent me to Delhi for that purpose. I
returned to continue my studies for the
remaining three years.
In 1960 two foreign students studying
pre-engineering lived in the same hostel
as I did. One was from Tanganyika (now
Tanzania) and the other from Iraq.
They asked me to join them in a Bible
study class taught by a missionary, Joe
The writer is teaching in the Choma Secondary School, having arrived there March 25,
1970.
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Smith. I agreed, though with many
questions and no good impression of
foreign missionaries—and only in order
to remain "pious" enough to continue
to receive "God's blessings" in my
studies and cares ahead.
But that year the study of how God
had made Himself known to man
'through history and in Jesus of Nazareth left me with some desire to continue the studies even after the other two
foreign students had left. The missionary taught patiently and faithfully while
the Message was changing me. The first
to notice the change in my attitudes was
my mother when I was home for one
vacation. When I looked back after
many years to testify to my relationship
to Jesus at the time of my baptism, and
when during my final year of engineering studies I was witnessing to other
students about Jesus Christ, I concluded
that I knew the assurance of my sins
being forgiven when I knew that I was
motivated to overcome sin. / knew that
I was saved because I knew that I was
being saved.
Under most unexpected circumstances I landed in the profession of
teaching at Polytechnic just after I
graduated in 1963. Anyone could justly
say at that time that I was a misfit for
teaching, but the Lord gave me the
promise of 2 Tim. 1:7 on my starting
day. It was a good year of going onward
in the discipline of the Lord.
Subsequently transferred to Calcutta
in East India, my nine months' stay
there was one of the most blessed in my
life;- the Lord became dear and clear as
never before. He caused me to settle
several major issues. One day in my
hostel room I heard the mild yet demanding voice of the Lord asking me to
go to Africa. On my knees I told the
Lord that I would obey Him. "I heard
Him whom I have believed and know
Him to be true." I hang on these simple
words.
Within the same month I received an
offer to be a lecturer at the Delhi
College of Engineering, my Alma Mater.

Against what seemed to be official
bonds, the Lord enabled me to take up
the new job. In December 1967, "Israel
returned from exile!" But I was a new
man and I knew I was being prepared to
go to Africa.
Back in Delhi, I continued to study
the Bible with Missionary Joe Smith;
and through him I met Dr. and Mrs.
Worman of Rhodesia. More than two
years have passed by since then; things
have progressed slowly but surely, and I
have seen the Lord guide me in minute
details. Correspondence has resulted in
my being given the opportunity to teach
at the Choma Secondary School,
Zambia.
My entering this open door is an
expression of my obedience to the
Lord; and while I continue to listen to
Him and obey Him, I am confident that
He will make known to me what His
long range desire is for me. . . . I have
abundantly known during the months
of final preparation for stepping into
the great continent of Africa that "the
word and promise of God are more
substantial and dependable than any
evidence of the senses." For Jehovah is
God.
I do want to express my gratitude to
the Brethren in Christ Church for their
missionary's help and for giving me this
opportunity to work on their team in
Zambia—working toward the object of
the church, namely, to promote the
worship of the eternal God by men
whom we meet.
These days my attention is focused on
Hebrews 13:7. I remember those who
by patient teaching of the Word led me
to know Christ and consider myself an
outcome of their ten years of long
concern. . . . I hope in Him that by a
persistent life of love I may be able to
teach some to be anchored in Christ
Jesus. Though this process may be one
of many years I will be imitating the
faith of my leaders. Indeed, discipling
individuals to Jesus Christ is hard work,
requiring love and persistence. I have to
remember, consider, and imitate.
Evangelical Visitor

Pulpit and Pew
G. Campbell Morgan
and Holiness
H. K. Bedwell
As a youthful evangelist I had the
privilege of hearing Dr. G. Campbell
Morgan preach in Westminster Chapel in
the heart of London. It was his Friday
evening Bible Reading, and upwards of
2,000 people were present, many of
them ministers and Christian workers.
Almost everyone had pen and notebook, for Dr. Campbell Morgan was
reputed to be the foremost Bible expositor of his day. That evening he was
beginning a series of expositions on the
Gospel of Luke.
I can still see that talL, gaunt figure,
with glistening, snow-white hair and
eagle-beaked nose. He stood with a
small Testament in his hand, and for an
hour held us spellbound. No notes were
used, yet there was no hesitation at any
point as he poured out his heart and
thoughts to us. It was evident that the
subject had mastered him until it
burned in his soul, and we could feel it
beginning to burn in ours too.
He spoke with mastery and authority.
His profound knowledge of the Scripture was evident at all times. His complete confidence in its authority was
reiterated again and again. "Put your
pencils down; I am speculating," he
would say; then back again he would
turn to the authoritative Word. There
was an almost audible sigh in the congregation as he finished, as if to say,
"Please go on." Needless to say that
after that experience I bought every
book written by Campbell Morgan I
could lay my hands on. My whole
method of Bible study was influenced
by his masterly expositions. He was my
ideal of a Bible preacher, and this was
the .man who was turned down by the
Methodist Church as not qualified to
become a local preacher!
Naturally I was deeply interested to
find out what Campbell Morgan would
say about holiness. He has a great deal
to say, but the best of his expositions
on this subject are to be found in Vol.
The writer is a member of the Church of
the Nazarene and a missionary
in South
Africa.
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Ill of the Westminster Pulpit. Let us
look at some extracts from these great
sermons.
"It is in order that men should be
holy that Jesus came. That is the meaning of the Christian religion. The Christian religion is not an arrangement by
which a man can sin and escape the
penalty."
"Holiness in man means approximation to the character of God."
"The work of Christ was directed
toward righteousness of life, issuing
from holiness of character."
"There is no motive for right conduct
sufficiently strong to maintain it in all
places, and under all conditions, other
than holiness of character. Any other
motive breaks down sooner or later."
" 'To me who would do good, evil is
present.' That is the language of a man
who has never yet known perfectly the
power of Christ. But the language of the
man, that same man under the dominion of Christ, is this, T can do all things
through Christ that strengtheneth me.' I
will the good, and do the evil, until I
have surrendered myself to the Lord
Christ. But when I have surrendered to
Him, I will the good, and do it. Thus my
will is free, for action follows its
choice."
All of these quotations are taken from
Vol. Ill, Sermon 21, entitled "Holiness:
Definition." In this same sermon, Campbell Morgan makes the following propositions:
1. Holiness is not freedom from sin as
imperfection, but it is freedom from the
dominion of sin, and from willful sinning.
2. Holiness is not freedom from mistakes in judgment; but it is freedom
from the need to exercise judgment
alone.
3. Holiness is not freedom from
temptation, but it is freedom from the
paralysis that necessitates failure.
4. Holiness does not mean freedom
from bodily infirmity, but it does mean
freedom from all ailments which are the
direct result of disobedience.

5. Holiness does not mean freedom
from conflict, but it does mean freedom
from defeat.
6. Holiness does not mean freedom
from the liability to fall, but it is
freedom from the necessity of falling.
7. Holiness is not freedom from the
possibility of advance, but it is freedom
from the impossibility of advance.
In the sermon following (No. 22),
"Holiness: A Present Possibility," Morgan makes some more striking statements about holiness. Here are some of
them:
"Holiness is rectitude of character;
righteousness is rectitude of conduct.
Apart from holiness there can be no
righteousness." "When there is holiness
there must inevitably be righteousness."
"All Christian people agree that in
heaven we shall be holy in character.
This admission is evidence that we think
that death will be able to do something
for us that the living Savior cannot do."
When asked, "Will you tell me if you
have met anyone living the Spirit-filled
life?" he replied, "Yes, I have known
saints so far as I have a right to judge, in
whom perfect love has cast out fear, in
whom perfect love has become the law
of life, gentle, tender, gracious, patient,
wooing, winsome souls, strong, angry
souls, protesting against all iniquity,
holy men and women, and therefore
righteous men and women."
Here are his reasons for believing in
the possibility of holiness:
1. Holiness of character is possible
because it is the will of God for His
people.
2. Holiness of character is possible
because the New Testament clearly
teaches us that for the creation of that
character Christ came into the world.
3. Holiness of character is possible
because of the administration of the
Spirit of God in the life of the soul.
4. Holiness of character is possible
because the spiritual forces that are
against holiness of character are all
defeated.
5. Holiness of character is possible
because it is already, in germ and
potentiality, imparted to the believer.
6. Holiness of character is possible
because the whole sanctified territory is
possessed by the Spirit of God.
7. Holiness of character is possible
because of the limitless resources at the
disposal of the believer.
Paraphrasing Rom. 8:2, he puts it this
way: "For the master principle of the
Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus made me
free from the master principle of sin and
death."
Here is one final thought: "Holiness is
not perfection of consummation. It is
simply health in the spiritual life."
Reprinted from The Nazarene Preacher.
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Sunday School

Get Acquainted
Wes Haystead
When Shakespeare wrote his line, "Meet the first beginnings," he may well have been talking to Sunday school
workers. Men have always known that the way in which
any project is begun is critical to successful achievement.
Therefore, we are not surprised to hear that a teacher's first
contacts with his students will have a great impact on them
during the weeks and months that follow.
If you were to chart the dropout patterns of your Sunday
school, you would probably discover that more students are
lost in the weeks around promotion than any other time in
the year. Why? Because many are not made to feel any
attachment to their new teacher and class.
How can you make the most of those first critical weeks
with your class? Here are seven steps to a successful start:
1. Learn your students' names in advance! Secure a list of
your new class members several weeks before promotion.
Study the list carefully. Do you know any of them already?
Do you know other family members? Check their previous
attendance pattern to discover which ones may need special
attention right away.

UJo/id o^ Ltyfctj
From Pleasant Hill Church (Ohio)
David C. Cook presents the Bible lesson with an
accompanying practical application story, such as the
child would face in school or every day life. As a young
Christian the child learns that he should befriend the
bully or unpopular child; be honest even though no one
else would know it, etc. Every Sunday the child needs
his Bible to search out related scriptures and fill in
his workbook.
Bible in Life Fix Magazette is a looked forward to
delight with its continued stories, puzzles, Bible picture
stories, etc. The children read them and share them
with their friends.
I taught fourth grade.
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Mary H. Hoke
Teacher

2. Pray for them daily. Ask God to give you a genuine
love for each of your new students. Pray for help in
showing them the love of Christ. People of all ages respond
far more readily to the love shown them by another person
than to any other quality that person may have. As you
pray for your students, they will become people about
whom you really care, instead of just names on paper, or
strangers.
3. Build a bridge from their old class to their new one.
Talk to their current teacher to develop your understanding
of the group. Arrange to visit briefly in their class on a
Sunday prior to promotion. Express how much you are
looking forward to the students being in your class and tell
them some things you have planned. With small children it
is helpful to let them pay an advance visit to see their new
room and teacher. Write a letter to each student, telling a
little about yourself and enthusiastically presenting your
plans for the class.
4. Plan a social activity. Your students need to know that
you are a "regular" person. Just seeing you on Sunday will
never communicate this to them, so provide a social activity
within the first two weeks to get acquainted. This first
social should be casual and provide good opportunity for
students to get better acquainted with each other and with
you. If possible, have the social at your home.
5. Give special care to your first class session. Make sure
the room is ready and that its atmosphere says "Welcome."
Plan for a way to get to know each student better. Name
tags are helpful, not only for you, but also for the students.
With juniors and older students, a survey sheet is often
helpful. Ask for information about job or school, recreational interests, attitudes about church and Sunday school,
etc. This lets your students know you really care about
them and what they think. It also helps you get better
acquainted with them.
With younger children, asking them to draw their family
or their favorite activity can be a good opener for
communication. Take time to make a well-planned presentation of lesson materials and upcoming class sessions.
6. Visit all first week absentees. Arrange your schedule
well in advance so that you can take time to personally
contact anyone who was not present your first Sunday with
the class. Take along the new lesson material and share the
things you did in class on Sunday. Let the students know
you really want them to be a part of your class.
7. Listen! Most teachers make the mistake of thinking
they are doing their job only when they are talking. If you
are really interested in your students you will listen to what
they have to say. Ask questions that will get them to talk
about things they are interested in. A good listener is
always in demand.
Above all else, continually think and pray about creative
ways to let your students know you love them, no matter
what. Many of them will see God's love only through you,
and with some you may be the last Sunday school teacher
they will ever have.
Evangelical Visitor

Youth
Why Young Men Resist the Draft
John Rempel

(Note: All names have been changed.)
"Did you refuse the draft (none of
them were draft dodgers) because you
saw your action as part of a wave of
reaction that would smash the system or
because you couldn't live with any
other decision?" That was my first
question—and my last one. The answer
was about two hours in coming.
But that was why the six of us had
agreed to meet in a musty college
classroom. Three were draft resisters,
three weren't. On the way over Tony
had already mentioned his hope that
they were becoming part of a prophetic
voice whose strength would bring within
20 years, at worst a volunteer army, at
best a commitment among nations to
seek non-violent ways of solving international conflicts. But even Tony emphasized that his decision was first of all a
matter of conscience. Beyond that it
was also a matter of changing an institution. All of them were agreed on that.
Out of the conversation came three
stories of how these decisions were
made. During the fall there had been
weeks of hassling: Selective Service was
an unjust system being reinforced by
many conscientious objectors who were
trying to do the right thing in the wrong
system. Could you be part of something
wrong and still do right? Then over
Christmas the fellowship in which they
were trying to reach their decisions was
expanded to include their home congregations.
All of them thought back on the
experience: Tony, Nathan, Joe—and
Tom who had not yet committed himself to resistance. Perhaps they had been
too forceful, mused Nathan. But no, he
recalled; he and his minister had spoken
for a long time, and not defensively.
Tony added an example of speaking
With part of the congregation and felt
the same way about it. None of the
leaders had counseled resistance, except
Joe's father who was a preacher himself,
but the overall reaction had strengthened the three of them in the conviction
June 25,1970

that in this situation, with this kind of
war policy, they could not be conscientious objectors within the Selective
Service System.
Tom had been waiting to speak.
"Like, I'm still working on this one. I
thought I had it answered, but now I'm
not sure. I went to my bishop about it
son if I help sabotage our present deal
with the government. It's made me wonder whether people as a whole can live
with jail. Look at what happened to the
Mennonites in Europe."
At this point I couldn't keep quiet.
"Here's an example of where they
couldn't change the system. Their expectation—and yours—that eventually
governments will have to forfeit their
power to force men to kill was
smashed."
"Okay, what if this happens again?"
asked Tom. Nathan's answer was certain, "In this respect that period of
history was too different from ours. The
United States will not return to only
those two options: killing or going to
jail." Tony was quick to add that in this
country the government was at least
somewhat more subject to the will of
the people—which he believes to be
increasingly anti-war.
"But what if it does happen again?"
insisted Tom. "What if men are compelled either to fight or to go to jail?
What if the bishop is right: that our
actions will bring an end to the arrangements the Peace Churches have had?"
Silence for a whole minute. I couldn't
help thinking back to my earlier question as to whether any of the three were
expecting all CO's to follow their way.
The answer then had been, "no." Nathan answered slowly', "If that were to
be the choice, I would want all to be
forced to decide between killing and
jail." The statement was so sobering
that I fell into a superficial reaction:
"That would make a mighty small
church." I had said much more than I
realized at the time. But he had made
his point so quietly, so free of the
rhetoric of most leftists, that I couldn't
get it off my mind.

Soon the discussion was animated
again. Could a whole church be imprisoned; could they survive? Could Christians be loyal to the kingdom in different ways—some in VS, some in resistance? And then what about girls who
had to face the question of life style
from a completely different angle?
Deeply personal decisions and not
only outward acts of protest had been
made. We were talking about life changing decisions. Strange it seemed, but in
one sense these men were die Stillen im
Lande. They were resisting because they
were inwardly compelled to do so. If
the consequences of their acts should
help to change a brutal system they
would rejoice. But even if not, the
decision of the heart had to be made.

Mechanicsburg Wins YFC Quiz
The Greater Harrisburg Youth for
Christ Olympic quiz program has ended
its regular season, having had nine teams
participating. (Eight all-stars were selected to represent the Greater Harrisburg Youth for Christ in competition at
Ocean City, N. J , June 13-20.) The
teenagers selected were Dave Anderson,
Mark Simmons, Harry Musser, Bob Weber, Debbie Hostetter, Cheryl Hegarty,
Paula Knight and Brenda Traister.
Trophies were given to the winning
team and also the high scorer, the
all-around quizzer, and the quizzer of
the year. Those receiving the awards
were: First place team: Mechanicsburg
Brethren in Christ, Team I: David Anderson, Harry Musser, Nancy Mann, and
Mary Lehman. High scoring honors
went to Mark Simmons of the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Team II and
the "all around" quizzer award went to
Musser of the Mechanicsburg Brethren
in Christ Team I.
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The Sin of Ignorance
(Continued f r o m page six)

both shame and inspire white evangelical Christians. He has the ability to put
his finger on the root cause of the race
problem and at the same time is able to
outline an ultimate solution.
Black Is by Turner Brown, Jr.; A satiric
photographic view of black identity.
Black Power and the American Myth by
C. T. Vivian; A member of Martin
Luther King, Jr.'s staff explains why
Black Power and separatism have taken
the place of non-violence as the dominant themes in Black thinking today.

Church News
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
The Allegheny Regional Conference
Men's Fellowship Banquet was held at
the Air Hill Church June 6, with Ben
High as speaker.
On May 18, members of the Cedar
Grove congregation had a gift shower
and celebration for their pastor, Eugene
Heidler and wife, in honor of their 15th
wedding anniversary, May 21. Among
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ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Rev. Ben E. Thuma, pastor of the Cross
Roads congregation, reports that the
rite of baptism was administered to four
applicants the afternoon of May 24.
The Montoursville congregation had
Rev. and Mrs. Donald Zook and family
at a missionary service the morning of
May 17. Donald Zook brought a message on "The Four P's of a Growing
Work." The Zook family are missionaries on furlough from Africa.

Build Brother Build by Leon H. Sullivan; The Reverend Sullivan tells his
own story. He is founder of the nationally famous Opportunities Industrialization Centers which are providing many
of the nation's so-called "hard-core unemployed" with a chance for basic
education, skill training and remunerative jobs.
Crisis In Black and White by Charles E.
Silberman; An excellent introductory
book dealing with black-white relations.
It reveals false ideas on both sides which
must be corrected.
Death At An Early Age by Jonathan
Kozol; The destruction of the hearts
and minds of Negro children in the
Boston Public Schools. The shocking
and powerful personal story of a young
teacher. Here, Mr. Kozol provides an
eye-opening true story of life in an
American ghetto school.
The Gutter and the Ghetto by Don
Wilkerson; The Director of Teen Challenge Center in Brooklyn, New York,
tells the story of the growth of the
Center and of his growth with it.
Manchild in the Promised Land by
Claude Brown; The autobiography of a
Negro who made it out of slum Harlem.
Brown pulled himself up from the gang
wars, the pot smoking, the stealing and
the dope pushing to become a law
student at one of America's leading
universities.
The Me Nobody Knows by Stephen
Joseph; A collection of the writings of
black children who attend inner city
schools.
My Friend, the Enemy by William E.
Pannell; Here a Black Christian speaks
his mind directly to white evangelical
Christians. He shows with painful honesty how Christianity has contributed to
racial conflict by supporting the status
quo.
Tough Love by Bill Millikan; The story
of the struggles of the founder of Young
Life. His reactions to the problems of
the city should challenge us all.
Why We Can't Wait by Martin Luther
King, Jr.; Here, Dr. King points out the
urgency of the black call for "Freedom."

ing service and Rev. Bruce Urey, a
former member of the congregation and
at present pastor of the Martinsburg
congregation, spoke in the evening.
The anniversary Sunday was combined with a homecoming emphasis and
a portion of the evening service was
devoted to a recollection of the past life
of the congregation.
An altar set was presented in honor of
the occasion by the Sollenberger family
in memory of Rev. and Mrs. Amos
Sollenberger, a former pastor of the
congregation.

the 115 people present were the mother
and sister of Mrs. Heidler (Mrs. Smith
and Mrs. Betty Morningstar), members
of the congregation, and friends from
the community. The speaker for the
occasion was Rev. Milford Brubaker.
Mrs. Brubaker sang a solo. Rev. Heidler
was ordained June 14.
Eighteen new members were received
into the Green Spring fellowship on
May 3. The youngest member was eight
years old and the oldest new member 61
years old. Sunday school attendance
was 226. On Mother's Day, May 10, five
babies were dedicated to the Lord.
Ladies of the Missionary Circle have
been knitting and crocheting baby
sweater sets for Fellowship Chapel in
New York City.
On Saturday evening, May 2, the
Men's Fellowship of four area churches
was held at the Mowersville Church.
Rev. John Springer, pastor of the
Chambersburg Bible Church, challenged
the men in community outreach. May
17 was observed as Rally Day. Judge
George Eppinger, Chambersburg, Pa.,
was the speaker. Music was provided by
the Charles Alleman family from the
Green Spring congregation. On the evening of the same day the Christ's Crusaders presented the Eugene Pottieger
family and t h e G o s p e l a i r e s from
Mechanicsburg, Pa., in a musical program.
Pastor James Esh, of the Five Forks
Church was ordained to the ministry on
the morning of June 14.
The New Guilford congregation observed the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the congregation on Sunday, May 17.
Dr. Daniel Chamberlain, Dean of
Messiah College, preached at the morn-

The Pequea and Refton congregations
cooperated in a Family Life Conference,
May 16 and 17. On Saturday evening a
film was shown dealing with the drug
problem. Sunday evening Dr. Daniel
Chamberlain of Messiah College spoke
on the subject "Adults in the Making."
On May 31, during the morning worship service, the Refton congregation
presented the Donald Zook family with
a food and pantry shower. After the
Zook family had shared in the adult
worship, junior church, and Homebuilder's class, the entire congregation enjoyed a family style fellowship dinner in
the adjoining Refton Fire Hall. The
Refton congregation has helped to support this family on the mission field in
Africa for the past six years. On furlough here in the States they will reside
in the Missionary Home at Grantham.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
The Amherst Community Church at
Massillon, Ohio, sponsored a MotherDaughter banquet May 7 at which 78
ladies were present. Friends joined in
celebrating the Tenth Anniversary of
the dedication of the church, May
15-17. Guests included former pastors,
Orvin White and Amos Henry.
Bible Quiz Play-offs were held May 30
at the Ashland Brethren in Christ
Church between the Amherst, Valley
Evangelical Visitor

Chapel and Nappanee quiz teams. The
Amherst Church proved to be the winner and therefore goes to General Conference in California.

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
On June 7 Pastor Charles Norman of
the Rosebank Church in Kansas began
his first Sunday as pastor of the Navarre
Church of the Brethren. He continues
his pastorate of the Rosebank Church.
On June 14 there was a combined
meeting in the evening of the three
Dickinson County Churches with Bro.
Dave Carlson of Trans World Radio
bringing the message and showing pictures. Seven were received into the
fellowship of the church recently. A
baptismal service is planned in the near
future. Bro. Emil Aaunderud, gospel
musician and missionary to Mexico ministered at the Rosebank Church June
12.
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Mr. and Mrs. Frank Casler, Dallas Center,
Iowa, whose 50th Wedding Anniversary was
reported in the June 10 issue of the Visitor.

PACIFIC CONFERENCE
A new approach for VBS this year is
being studied by the Board of Christian
Education of the Upland congregation.
The plan would be for a church family
to "host" a "backyard VBS" for community children—using garage, backyard
or patio facilities. A team of three or
four persons would be assigned to operate the VBS—with the host family serving as community liaison and providing
simple improvised facilities and some
refreshments. On ,May 17 the Upland
Church sponsored a Seminar on "You
and the Draft." The program focused on
the religious and ethical issues involved
in responding to the Draft. Some of the
speakers were Bruce Wilson, professor
of Political Science at Cal Poly, Pomona; Delton Franz, Washington, D. C ,
a representative of the Peace Section of
the Mennonite Central Committee; and
Darrel Fast, Newton, Kansas, who is
secretary for Peace and Social Concerns
of the General Conference Mennonite
Church.
A new air conditioner has been installed in the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church, contributed by the Dwight Bert
family.
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BIRTHS
Alleman: Angela Pauline, born to Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Alleman, April 24, Green
Spring congregation, Pa.
Bergmann: Christopher Klaus, born
May 4 to Mr. and Mrs. Klaus Bergmann,
Choma Secondary School, Choma,
Zambia, Africa.
Mixell: Beth Marie, born Feb. 12 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Mixell, Green Spring
congregation, Pa.
Nix: Heather Dawn, born May 13 to
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Nix, Sherkston
congregation, Ontario.
Rensberry: Jesse Zane, born May 29
to Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rensberry,
Belleville congregation, Pa.

Marr: David Marr, Stevensville, Ontario, passed away May 21, 1970 in his
77th year. He is survived by his wife,
Myrtle Case Marr; six daughters; Mrs.
Dale Climenhaga, Mrs. Claude Sider,
Mrs. James Sibbald, Mrs. Ellrie Thompson, Mrs. Howard Adams and Mrs.
Howard Ruegg; three sons, Arnold,
Robert and Douglas; also 37 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held at Sherkston
Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop
Roy Sider and Rev. Robert Rolston
officiating. Interment was in Zion
Cemetery, Wainfleet.

Goshen Seminary Elects President

WEDDINGS
Grigsby-DeBar: Sharon Ann, d. of Mr.
and Mrs. Richard DeBar and Keith D., s.
of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Grigsby, both of
Troy, Ohio, were united in marriage
May 22 in the Phoneton Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Elam O.
Dohner officiating.
Christner-Surls: Lavona Surls was
united in marriage to Leroy Christner
with Pastor Charles Norman officiating.
The ceremony was performed in the
Rosebank Brethren in Christ Church,
May 23.
Martin-Gibson: Verna, d. of Mr. and
Mrs. William E. Gibson and Nathan, s.
of Rev. and Mrs. William H. Martin,
were united in marriage, June 6. Rev.
William Martin, father of the groom,
officiated.

OBITUARIES
Engle: Daniel Engle was born in
Kansas April 1, 1890 and passed away
May 22, 1970. In 1967 his wife, Etta
passed away and in 1968 he married his
present wife, Alma. He is survived by his
wife and 13 living children: Harold, El
Segunda; Mrs. Chester Dexter and B.
Charles of Upland; Mrs. Arlie Adams,
Pomona; Mrs. Judson Gahagan, Sepulveda; John, McMinnville, Ore.; Mrs.
Harry Deems, Sepulveda; Mrs. George
R a s m u s s e n , O n t a r i o ; Mrs. T h o m a s
Powell, Boise, Idaho; Mrs. Calvin Kropf,
Hubbard, Ore.; Mrs. Lloyd Paxton, Paradise; Mrs. Sam Hoff, North Hollywood;
and Mrs. Robert Brubaker, York, Pa. He
is also survived by 48 grandchildren and
17 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n and t h r e e
brothers.
The funeral service was conducted by
Pastor Elbert N. Smith, assisted by Rev.
C. Ray Heisey at the Upland Brethren in
Christ Church. Interment in Bellevue
Mausoleum, Ontario.

John Howard Yoder, professor of
theology at Goshen Biblical Seminary,
has been elected its president by the
Mennonite Board of Education. The
Goshen school is a member of the
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Indiana, of which Mennonite Biblical Seminary is also a part.
Yoder, forty-two, who will assume
the presidency on July 1, will be the
first president to be responsible solely
for the Goshen seminary's affairs. Paul
Mininger has served since 1954 as president of Goshen College and Biblical
Seminary, which existed as one institution in the past.
The president-elect is considered a
leader in Mennonite theological and
mission efforts and a spokesman of the
Mennonites and of the concept of the
free church in the wider Christian
brotherhood in evangelical and ecumenical circles in this country and abroad.
Because Goshen Biblical Seminary is a
partner in Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, Yoder will be one of a
team of administrators. He will serve
with Erland Waltner, president of Mennonite Biblical Seminary, the other
partner in the Association, and Ross T.
Bender, the dean shared by both seminaries, in carrying out the common academic program. The three-man-team
arrangement has been approved by the
boards of control of the two seminaries.
The Goshen Biblical Seminary has
been operating as a graduate seminary
since 1946. In 1958, it entered into a
cooperative relationship with Mennonite
Biblical Seminary, in which library facilities were shared and the academic
program coordinated to avoid costly
duplication.
After more than a decade of congenial
experience, the Goshen Biblical Seminary moved to the campus of the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries,
3003 Benham Avenue, Elkhart, last fall.
G o s h e n Biblical Seminary (earlier
known as Goshen College Biblical Seminary) now has its own board of overseers (since last summer) and continues
to have its own faculty, registration
requirements, degree-granting responsibilities, and financial needs.
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Between Brethren

Parson's £au>*

MONDAY: The Church Board
TUESDAY: Christian Service Brigade/
Pioneer Girls
WEDNESDAY: Prayer meeting (followed
by choir rehearsal)
THURSDAY: Sewing Circle (morning)
Church visitation
FRIDAY: Christ's Crusaders Party
Time was when the every-night-of-the-week bulletin was considered a sign of a vital church life and
a challenge for Christian involvement. But in the
present scene there are some observations that
make us question that conclusion.
# For one thing there is a multiplicity of
churches in the land where activities are
legion but spiritual life is wanting.
# Even meeting all the obligations of our
evangelical churches' activity program and
being present at the public services sometimes
leaves one panting for breath and quite
uninspired.
% One insurance representative, whose contacts
are usually limited to the evening hours, listed
the four or five church activities in which he
shared during the past week and added,
"Frankly, that leaves me unemployed."
# Observe, too, that the pressures of life are
mounting: competition in business; an inflationary economy; the demands of the school
system; the tensions of living in a conflict
ridden society—and the pressure for church
involvement can complicate the matter!
# Families need time together. The fragmentation of life takes a heavy toll in hostility,
rebellion and alienation. The church could
help here.
# And what about witness? Effective communication of our faith often takes time for
bridge-building through social interaction

Glenn A. Ginder

with unsaved neighbors or acquaintances.
Church schedules could be arranged to foster
this.
All of these observations are in some way related
to the demands made by the church. It is so easy
for the pastor and lay leaders to assume that
religious activity is somehow inferior if it is not
part of a stated program. But think again. Have we
exhausted our imaginative skills? Possibly there are
other approaches to achieving the same goals; or
even a fresh emphasis to help us through this
difficult area.
Why not start with all those committee meetings
and planning sessions? So simple a matter as
careful pre-planning and circulation of an agenda
can reduce the time required. Rather than taking a
full evening some committees could meet before or
after a regular service. Some decisions and plans
could be formulated by appointing one responsible
person (instead of a committee) to talk informally
with other people and reach a decision. Committees will always be with us but with a bit of
imagination they don't need to frustrate us.
Careful and prayerful thought should also be
given to the public services. Prayer, Bible study,
training, worship and fellowship—these we must
have. But some of it can be effectively achieved by
means other than a full schedule of formal services
at the church. It is high time we recall that
primitive Christian awareness that every believer is
a minister—edifying his brothers and winning his
neighbors—and not only in the temple (Acts 2:46;
5:42). Of course, relaxing the church's schedule
without developing a proper understanding of "the
ministry" will do little more than diminish the
effectiveness of our witness—and perhaps increase
the evening television audience.
Pastors need to take new initiative in communicating this broad concept of Christian ministry.
Each believer must be guided to establish meaningful social relationships and family togetherness to
the end that the Kingdom will increase. The public
services and planning sessions, though perhaps
fewer in number, will need to be "keyed in" to
strengthen the believer in his ministry.

T h e spirituality of a congregation is in direct proportion to the number of activities scheduled.
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